_IN_DEFENCE_OF CIVIL RIGHTS

Three years ago, on the morning of 3rd September 1985,
a tifty “aree years old doctor and civil rights activist,
Dr. A. Ramanadham, was shot dead by the Warangal police. Civil
libertics and democratic rights organisa*iong all over the
country observe this day as Civil Rights day. what follows is
a report on the life of Dr. Ramanadham and the situation in
Andhrs Predesh which led to his death, and whore till today,
civil rignts groups arsz under congtant a*tack from the state,
Though restricted to Anchra , the reportage can be seen as what
the futur: holds for the rest of the country,

Dx. Rapanadham was born on October 16, 1933 in Muslikuntla
a small village in Mahira Talug, Khammam digtrict of Andhra
Pradesh. He was th: first person in his family to aspire for
a higher cducation and thus had to face immense opposition on
his way to bscome z dochtor.

He worked in govemment heospi®als in Warasngal for a few
years, and later in primary hzalth centrss in Warangal and
Khammam districts, ‘He left thig job in disgust at the rampant
corruption and unethical practices and set up his own children's
clinic in Warengal in 1968. This year marked the beginning of
his involvement in various social issues. His clinic became
a supportive center for a number of people involved in a
varicty of problems and issues.

. A few years later, in early 1974, he along with some
friends, formed the APCLC in Warangal. Around the same time he
aiso organ ised a people's ¢linic in Warangale. The clinic was
shut down after the Emergency was declared in 1975, and Dz.Raman-
adnam, along with other civil rights activists was arrested. He
waé_detained for three weeks at the Pakala reserve forest camp
whers he witnegsed the torturss and dsath of several young men
arrested during the Emergency. Hig cye=witness accounts were
later to bacome important to the Tarkunde Committee report and the
aborted Bhargava commission on the encounter killings in Andhra
Pradesh during the Emergency. After thresc w:sks he was shifted
to the Warangal Central Prison, which s2rves as the main prison
for five north-western distiicts of Telengeanas
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After the amergency was over and normal life rasumed for
the .APCLC_, Dr. Remanadham became an important activist. He
became vice-president of the APCLC e « Apart from activi-
Tties in the civil liberties movement he was also continuously
cngaged i social actlivily as a doctor and as a sensitive human
beinga ’

Warangal at that time was witnessing a movement for
higher agricultural wages and other demands. Widespread
reprassion on this movement by the Warangsl police had started.
With APCLC, D« Ramanacham was actively involved in exposing the
Warangal polico. After NTR came to power in 1984, the polic:
were giv.n ‘treamendcus illegal powers. The chain of violence

that thoy started hes coitinued to this day.

In 1984, 24 peopl: wrme tortured and killed in
police lock=-ups all over the siate. 39 people were killed in
police firings and beegtings. In 1985, about 35 pgople were
killed in fzk:. encounters, 18 wers killed in polics lock-ups
and 9 died in police firings. hpart from these hundreds of
p.iople wore illegally.arrasted and torturzd, mass raids wore
conductaed on viliages in which houses and proparty of hundreds
of agriculitural workers and pdor pdégants were destroyed. Women
in perticular were singidd'oui es targets=they wars gang raped
in polica custedy, stripped, tortured snd paraded in the streots.

Thocughout this .:viod the APCIC was one of the fow
consist nt voices in Andhrz raised againgt thess incidents.
Through fact~finding rzpo:ts thuy systematically oxposad the
violation of thoe rights of the people by the policce In fact
practicslly everxry custodial dzath in the state has been investi-
gated by “heme. This carned tham the wrsth of not only the local
vested dnterests bul also the police and the stater govemment.
Attempts wzre first made to la2bel the ACIC s an extremist front

organ igations False cases on thesa grounds were instituted



againgt gaveral APCLC activists. Dr. Rv@man dnam and othor
sctivists were arrested In Januazy 1985 *n “tha grounds of
distributing arms to the naxalites. Around th: szme time
another APCLC activis®t and lawyer, Gopil Rajanna was killed

by gooicas.

On the evening of Septembor 2, 1985 2 sub-inspector of
the Warangal police, Yadagiril Reddy, was shot dead by unidenti-
fied assailants at Kazipet railway station. Next mcrning his
body was caxriacd in a funerzl procession which ‘was attended
by the district SP, DIG and s-veral arred policemen., As the
procession ‘vas passing Dr. Ramanacdham's clinic on Jaya Prakash
Narayan Rozd, a ssection of th:o policemen hrok: away from the
processicn and sntered ths clinic. whan they found Dr.Ramanzdham,
they shot nim at poluat blank Tang:. He disd showtly after roach-
ing the nhospital

Within two hours of his dzath the state 1.v=l police at
Hyderabad Aad already Cf)ncmcf- d a story Th-t Dr. Rananacham was
killed by extremisise. This was 2von carried by a2 national naws
agency(which coes not have a Warangal office). The policz stuck
to thie story despite exicnsiva reports in all local and state-
12vel newspapers of the truc factse The polics varsion was also
supported by the state home minister in the Lrgislative Assembly.
Faced with mounting pressurs within ths state from AFCIC and
other organisation= the governmn® had to finally order s CBCID
snquiry. The report of the enquiry was not mad: public but it is
learnt thet they came to th» conclusion that th: 'agsailants
remain unidentified’s

But n:ither the policu i*n—:presqion in Anchra nor the attacks
on civil liberties activitius stopped herss The next year, 1986,
15 peopl> were killed by tortuse iIn police lock ups and 13 were
killed in police 'encounters'., 3 people died in polics firings.
In Wara:geyl the remaining APCIC activists wers threatoned. Some
of them 5=:d to leave their jobs and go out of the district. Othors
were forced to become inactivi:. In neichbouring Karimaaqar



advocate Mallikarjuna Reo was tortured and forced to resign
from A'CLC ., Other members wers threaten:d and also forced to
rcsigne By the time civil rignts organisationsg all over the
country were observing the first dsath anniversary of Dr.Rama-
nadnam asCivil Rights Day, the sole member of APCIC in
Karimzagar was the 65 year old Japa Laxma Reddy. A vateran of
the Telengana peasant struggle,Laxma Reddy wes an important
functionary of the CPI and later the CPI(M) till tha 1late
sixtizs when he Jleft the party and active volitical life.

He r.=entcred public life in 1974 when he joined the Kar imnagar
unit of thae APCIC. On 7 November 1986 armed police entered
his housz in the early morning and shot him dead.

Despite eye-witnass accounts by his familv members, the
polic dsrued a statement that he was kill»d by gx‘cremists;_

In tne past two yzars the violence on civil liberties has
continuzd. Even in the state capital, Hydzrabad, th> police
have diszupted APCIC mactings and beeten up activisis. Hearings
of the Hum-n Rights:Tribunal were disrupted by Police, in the
presence of two retired Hioh Court judges. Members of the APCIC
and the OPDR have been implica%ed in casts ranging from the murder
of Yadagiri Reddy to 'conspiring to overthrow the Jawfully elccted
governmnt ',

And the police violence hzs continued unabated. In 1987
~a total of 67 people have lost their lives at the hands of the
police. 3 wzre killed in polics firings, 29 were killed in
'encountzys', 24 were kille¢ in police lock ups. The remaining
11 are in a new category created by the polica - they are those
people who wera picked up by the police and are now 'missing"!
The police c¢laim tha* they have ne idea whore these people arc.
It ig possible therefore to assume that if they ars not already,
they will verv soon be deads



With introduction of th: Terrorist Act at the cantre and
its use for Andhra Pr;dus‘h by the State Govern:mn:t, there was a
qualitative change in the naturs of rapression by the Andhra
police. For the Terrorist Act firstly it is not even nacessary
that a crimz be committed - it \is enough to establish intant,
This is quite easy for the police to astabligh gince they can
normally arrange enough false witnesses and in any case trials
arz held in cam2ra. Secondly r~ven minor cr imes under pro-
existing laws become terrorist crimes under the Terrorist
Act. ANl that is required is to prove that thes accused had not
committ.d the crime, (or was nct intending to commit the crime)
for perronal gain or reasons, but was doing it to spread hatred
among clarsa@s or communitias of paople, or to uxcite disaffaction
againgt The lawfully elecicd govarnment. Thus a trade unionist
organising a strike or a jeurnalist exposing corruption casn be
found guilty of terrorist crimes! The act inverts the principle
of gﬁtgral justice by laying the responsibility of proving
innoc.nc:: on the accused.

It is in the context of the simultaneous increase in
lawlossnass of law enforcing authoritieg and growtth in the numbex
and intins ity of draconian laws, that Civil Rights Bay ig
be ing commemorated this yeari
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